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EREWASH I.B.C.   WINTER SEASON NEWS 2021/22 
  
Whatever you have been up to this summer, I hope you are looking forward to the start of another 
winter season. With that in mind here is a brief pre-season newsletter which will hopefully answer 
the most commonly asked questions. 

 

COVID 19 – The restrictions imposed on us when we reopened in May have been lifted and it’s no 
longer a legal requirement to wear a face mask while on site, but several members still feel safer in 
a mask and you are welcome to do the same should you wish. We can now allow up to 8 people on 
a rink and table service is allowed in the bar. However, we are still asking members to observe 
some basic social distancing procedures. Please wash/gel your hands on arrival, gel, spay & wipes 
are also still available throughout the site and we ask you make good use of them. You can now use 
your locker and we are allowing near normal use of changing rooms & toilets, but please continue to 
be considerate to others and if there are already several people in there, please wait until it’s not so 
congested. We are also going to leave the plastic screens on the bar for the foreseeable future and 
where possible we would ask you to follow our basic one-way system.   

 

CURRENT HOURS - The club will remain on Summer Hours until Tues 14th Sept. The Centre is 
therefore currently open = Monday evening only, Tues & Friday mornings & evenings, Wed & Thurs 
9.30am to 2.30pm. 

 

WINTER HOURS – From Tues 14th Sept the Centre will be open all day midweek, but weekend 
hours will be flexible. The Centre will open Sat & Sun mornings from 25th Sept, but will close in the 
afternoons if we don’t have any pre booked activities.        

 

ORGANISED CASUAL BOWLING – Ray & Rachel’s Tues evening sessions are proving to be as 
popular as ever and they will continue to run throughout the winter. However, once the Ladies 
League starts in late Sept, we will only be able to accommodate 48 people each week. Availability 
sheets will continue to be posted in the usual place in the club lobby, but if demand does prove to 
regularly exceed supply, we shall have to look at implementing a different system so we can give 
priority to anyone who missed out the previous week.    
 

The Wed afternoon ladies triples league has folded as there were insufficient entries. However, we 
are hopeful that a group of ladies, lead by Madeline Hawkins, are looking to organize a regular Wed 
afternoon activity to fill the gap. Hopefully more details will be available soon.  

 

WINTER LEAGUES – The worry & uncertainty caused by the Covid virus means many leagues are 
going to be running with fewer teams this year. We have been holding off running the league 
program to give captains more time, but this does mean team sheets & schedules are going to be 
late out this year. Even at this late stage we still have to make changes to our provisional program. 
However, as things stand the winter league program will start on Mon 20th Sept and most leagues 
will follow directly in that same week. Captains sheets will be emailed out as soon as they are 
available and hard copies will be available from the office for those without internet or printers. 
Please note; the new database produces sheets in pdf format, unlike the old system which produced 
word documents. There is nothing I can do about this (sorry). 

 

CLUB AGM – Is on Wed evening 15th September. You should have already received a notification 
via email. If you have missed this email, hard copies of all the documents are posted on the main 
notice board in the club lobby and they can also be viewed on the club website.  

 

ANNUAL FEES – It’s many years since we last increased annual subs, but given the financial 
difficulties we are going to face this winter it has been decided to increase playing membership by 
£5 making annual subs now £45. However, a £10 “thank you” discount will be available to anyone 
who paid full subs last year. Social Membership will remain at £8.50 and locker rental at £5. 
Payment is due 1st September and should be paid at the bar by 1st Oct. We can accept payment by 
cash, cheque & card. It’s not practical to pay by bank transfer, but if this is the only way you can pay, 
please let us know and we will make special arrangements to take your payment. Rink fees will 
remain at £2.00 per person, per hour. 
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GIFT AID – Thank you to everyone who returned a Gift Aid form last season. We have so far been 
able to reclaim over £13,000 in subscription refunds form HMR&C and we can continue to claim on 
each future years subs as long as you remain a UK tax payer.  
 

To anyone who has not yet filled out a Gift Aid form – we urge you do so now. If you are UK tax 
payer, we can reclaim 25% of the cost of your annual subs, back dated 4 years, which at £10 a year 
can earn the club up to £40 per member. If you are no longer working you may think you are a not 
paying tax and so not eligible to take part in the scheme, but please check your records because if 
you receive a private pension or have investments, it’s very likely you will. In which case please fill 
out a form, they are available from the bar & on the club website. There is no extra cost to you but 
the club will get a much need cash bonus. 

 

RINK BOOKINGS – Thanks to our new database (same system as run at Leicester & Melton) you 
can now book a rink online from the comfort of your own home. A live link to the rink diary is 
available from the club website. To book a rink online you will need the password, your membership 
number and a unique PIN. These will be emailed out to you on request, but you don’t need a PIN 
just to view the diary. The new database also allows you to view league and competition details, not 
just results and tables, but also squad members and how many games each member has played.  
 

An interactive monitor has also been installed in the bar for your use. On this you can book a rink 
and sign in the people who are playing with you that day. For the database to work properly your 
NEW membership number needs to be entered into the system each time you play. Therefore 
please memorise your membership number and if possible enter it yourself on the monitor in the 
bar. Or give your number to a member of staff when you come up to pay & we will enter it for you.   

 

WINTER COMPETITIONS – Entry forms are out on the bar. We have a wide range of different 
competitions; Men’s, Ladies, Mixed, Novice, Seniors and Juniors. So, if you have not previously 
entered any club comps you are actively encouraged to give some of them a try this winter. Please 
note; we need a minimum of 4 entries to make a competition viable, if fewer than 4 entries are 
received a refund will be given to the effected players & that comp will not be played this winter.  
 

The finals of the 3 remaining Comps from the 2019/20 season have been scheduled for Sat 25th 
Sept (Men’s 4’s), Sat 2nd Oct (Mixed 4’s) & Sun 3rd Oct (Team Knockout Cup) all 10.00am starts.  

 

EREWASH JUNIORS – Our Saturday session start at 10am on 2nd Oct. Rinks are set aside every 
Sat morning for Junior Coaching so, if you know a young person who might be interested in learning 
to play bowls why not bring them along to a few Saturday sessions? For more details on junior 
activities, or coaching in general, please contact Peter Clark (Registered Coach) on 07756 305488.    

 

CATERING – As was reported in previous newsletters, Beverly retired last year. However, we are 
pleased to inform you we now have a new caterer and she will be opening the kitchen again very 
soon. Our new tenant is called Caroline, who some of you may know ran the Delicious Cob shop on 
Station Road and recently moved to new premises opposite the Tappers Harkers pub. Caroline and 
her staff will be serving hot drinks, breakfasts, snacks, cakes & lunches, Mon to Fri between 9.45 
am & 2.00pm. The kitchen will also open Sat & Sun mornings, but only when we have booked 
events, such as Adams, Coppock & Wessex matches. Please make Caroline welcome and use the 
kitchen whenever you can, having such a facility is an asset to the club, but we need to use it or we 
might lose it.  

 

Look forward to seeing you all again soon. 

 

John Arnett,  

General Manager 

30th August 2021 


